Save and

prosper

As the CRC Fnergy Ffficiency Scheme
makes energy management a serious
board-level issue, Brian Rickerby explains
how complying with energy legislation
can promote your business and lead to
long-term financial benefits

| The hospitality sector is

responsible for more than 3.5
million tonnes of carbon
emissions per year. Itis
estimated that energy savings of
up to 20% are possible across the
sector. So how does today’s
hotelier act to make these savings
and benefit from the Carbon
Reduction Commitment (CRC)
Energy Efficiency Scheme?

For those not already aware,
CRC is the UK’s first mandatory
carbon-trading scheme for
non-energy-intensive
organisalions in the public and
private sectorn The schemne will
aftect organisations which have
at least one half-hourly
electricity meter settled on the
half-hourly market with a
consumption exceeding
6,000MWh during 2008.

I you are eligible, you will
have to buy allowances costing
6-896 of your total energy costs to
allow you to use energy. This will
be refundable depending on your
performance in a league table.

| CRC can be seen as a costly

administrative burden on today’s
hard-pressed hospitality
industry. However, embracing
the scheme by taking a planned
approach to energy reduction
will have a number of advantages
over simply ensuring legal
compliance.

First, there is the obvious cost
benefit of reducing energy

| usage. Then there is the
| potentially massive positive or

negative effect on your
organisation’s brand reputation
by being at the top ar the bottom
of the efficiency league table.
However, while the effect of
league table positioning should
not be underestimated, there is
the danger of spending money in
the first year in order to achieve a
high ranking, only to make it
harder to maintain a high
position in subsequent years.

UNDERSTANDING
By understanding how the

| ranking system works it might

be possible to spend less in early
years and still achieve a high
ranking in the league table.
Ranking in year one is only
improved by the installation of
autemated metering and /or
achicving the Carbon Trust (CT)
standard. As a result a large
number of organisations will be
taking this route. Metering
companies and consultants who
help companies gain the CT

| standard will, therefore, be in
| demand and immediate action is |

needed in order not to miss out.
Years two to five are largely

based on improvements in energy

efficiency measured against the

Right: Director of engineering Andy
Helmore managed a saving of £100,000
in electricity usage over two years at the
Four Seasons Hampshire hotel,
replacing 300 lightbulbs in the process
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